Surface Transportation Board, DOT

claim to the General Accounting Office
(GAO), or requesting a waiver under
statutory provisions pertaining to the
particular debt.

(e) The Board’s regulations governing
debt collection for entities and individ-
uals who are not current or former gov-
ernment employees are contained in 49
CFR part 1018.

[66 FR 32333, July 16, 1991, as amended at 58
FR 7749, Feb. 9, 1993]

§1017.2 Definitions.

For the purposes of these regula-
tions, the following definitions will
apply:

(a) Agency. An executive agency as
defined at 5 U.S.C. 105, including the
U.S. Postal Service; the U.S. Postal
Rate Board; a military department as
defined at 5 U.S.C. 102; an agency or
court in the Judicial Branch; an agen-
cy of the Legislative Branch, including
the U.S. Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives; and other independent es-
tablishments that are entities of the
Federal Government.

(b) Creditor agency. The agency to
which the debt is owed.

(c) Debt. An amount of money or
property which has been determined by
an appropriate agency official to be
owed to the United States from any
person.

(d) Disposable pay. The amount that
remains from an employee’s Federal
pay after required deductions for social
security; Federal, State, or local in-
come taxes; health insurance pre-
miums; retirement contributions; life
insurance premiums; Federal employ-
ment taxes; and any other deductions
that are required to be withheld by
law.

(e) FCCS. The Federal Claims Collec-
tion Standards jointly published by the
Justice Department and the General
Accounting Office at 4 CFR 101.1 et seq.

(f) Hearing official. The official re-
sponsible for conducting a hearing
which is properly and timely requested
by the debtor. An Administrative Law
Judge shall be responsible for con-
ducting the hearing and the Chief Ad-
ministrative Law Judge shall deter-
mine which judicial official will be as-
signed the hearing.

(g) Paying agency. The agency that
employs the individual who owes the
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debt and authorizes the payment of his/
her current pay.

(h) Administrative offset. The with-
holding of monies payable by the
United States to or held by the United
States on behalf of an employee to sat-
isfy a debt owed the United States by
that employee.

(i) Waiver. A cancellation, forgive-
ness, or non-recovery of a debt alleg-
edly owed by an employee or former
employee to the agency as permitted or
required by law.

§1017.3

These regulations are to be followed
when:

(a) The Board is owed a debt by a cur-
rent employee;

(b) The Board is owed a debt by an in-
dividual currently employed by an-
other Federal agency;

(c) The Board employs an individual
who owes a debt to another Federal
agency; and

(d) The Board is owed a debt by an
employee who separates from Federal
Government service. The authority to
collect debts owed by former Federal
employees is found in the FCCS and 31
U.S.C. 3716.

Applicability.

§1017.4

(a) Deductions shall not be made un-
less the employee is provided with
written notice, signed by the debt col-
lection official (Chief, Section of Fi-
nancial Services), of the debt at least
30 days before administrative offset
commences.

(b) The written notice to current
Federal employees shall be hand deliv-
ered if at headquarters or sent certified
mail, return receipt requested, if lo-
cated in a field office and shall contain:

(1) A statement that the debt is owed
and an explanation of its nature and
amount;

(2) The agency’s intention to collect
the debt by means of deduction from
the employee’s current disposable pay
account;

(3) The amount, frequency, proposed
beginning date, and duration of the in-
tended deduction(s);

(4) An explanation of interest, pen-
alties, and administrative charges, in-
cluding a statement that such charges

Notice requirements.



